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An Investigation of Innovation in Scholarly Articles on the
Shahnameh: A Case Study of 2007-2011

Saeed Amirinia*
Javad Dehqganian**

Abstract

The trajectory of the Shahnameh studies from its inception in 1915 until the end
of 2006 has been critically evaluated in several articles. These studies have
examined factors such as the quantitative growth of articles, the reasons behind
the fluctuations in the Shahnameh scholarship, and the thematic, content-related,
and structural weaknesses of the articles. However, these earlier analyses have
paid less attention to the degree of innovation in research methods, hypotheses,
and novel findings, which are among the most crucial components of a scholarly
article. This study addresses two fundamental indicators of scholarly research
articles on the Shahnameh and Ferdowsi published between 2007 and 2011,
examining innovation in two of their main sections: the research problem and the
research method. For this purpose, 210 scholarly research articles published in the
last five years of the 1380s (in the Iranian calendar) were categorized into nine
thematic groups based on academic criteria. Subsequently, the level of innovation
and trend-setting impact of these articles was assessed based on specific indicators.
Quantitatively, the thematic categories of "Textual Studies of the Shahnameh,"
"Comparative Analyses of the Shahnameh with Other Works," and "Analyses of
Characters in the Shahnameh" have higher frequencies than other topics. The
results indicate that, compared to previous periods, qualitatively, thematic and
methodological shortcomings have diminished in the articles of this era, and fresh
perspectives and new approaches have emerged in the Shahnameh studies. In the
thematic category of "Textual Studies of the Shahnameh," due to various factors
such as the publication of a critically edited version of the Shahnameh, a greater
focus on literary theories, and comparative and intertextual studies, some articles
have been published that have, at times, been trend-setting.

Keywords: The Sahnameh Studies Articles, Second Half of the 1380s,
Innovation, Trend-Setting.
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